54                   TO THOMAS CARLYLK

native. What you say of that paper of mine on Poetry
and Art is exactly what 1 think respecting it myself, I do
Actat, 27. not think jt contains anything erroneous, but I feel that it
is far from going to the bottom of the subject, or even
very deep into it; I think I see somewhat further into it
now, and shall perhaps understand it in times 1 think
I mentioned to yon that I have carried the investigation
(rightly or wrongly, as it may he) one step further in a
paper (being a review of a new poem) which I wrote for
the Examiner: it proved too long for Fonblauquc, and it
is to appear in TVwV, after such additions and alterations as
I see it absolutely requires, and which 1 have not yet found
time to give it. Yon say you wish that you could help me
in this matter ; you can and d<* help me in all such matters,
not by logical definition, which, as I think I haw said or
written before, I agree with you in thinking not to he your
peculiar walk of usefulness; hut in suggesting deep and
pregnant thoughts which might never have occurred to
me, but which I am quite able, whim 1 have them, to
subject to all needful logical manipulation* This bring**
to my mind that 1 have never explained what 1 meant
when, writing once before in this .strain, I called you a
poet and artist I conceive* that most of the highest
truths are, to persons endowed hy nature in certain ways
which I think 1 could state, intuitive; that in, they need
neither explanation nor proof, but if not known before are
assented to as soon as stated* N<>WI it appears to met that
the poet or artist is conversant chiefly with          truths,

and that his office in respect to truth Is to declare!
and to make them                      Thin, however* supposes

that the reader, hearer, or spretutor is a person of the kind
to whom those truths an intuitive. Such will, of course,
receive them at once, and will lay them to heart in propor-
tion to the impressiveness with which the artist delivers
and embodies them. But the other and           numerous

kind of people will consider than an nothing but dream-
ing or madness; and the more *o, certainly, the more
powerful the artist, as an artist* The          person may be

poet and logician, but he cannot be both In the same         to
